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If you have questions or concerns about COVID-19 and resources,  
Call 2-1-1 or text “NJCOVID” to 898-211 or go to our or click the link provided HERE 

 

 

August 27, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Planning for this year’s school opening has been interesting from the perspective of a school administrator 
and the Grateful Dead’s “What a Long Strange Trip Its Been,” would serve as an aptly named theme song. 
Regardless, we are ready and excited to welcome our elementary students back to school for the 2020-21 
school year. This annual “Welcome Back Letter” is designed to orient you to some important resources and 
reminders as we prepare to open our doors to a hybrid-learning environment on September 8th.  

Personal Responsibility  
As we move forward with the 2020-21 school year, the safety and wellbeing of our faculty, staff and students 
will remain top priority. We have worked to develop a reopening plan predicated on sound health guidelines 
aimed at mitigating transmission of the Coronavirus and want nothing more than to see our students return in 
September. Regardless of these plans, the probability of opening – and staying open – to in-person instruction 
rests solely with each of us, as members of our school community. We each must play our part to be good 
neighbors, and practice the health measures promoted by many health experts. This experience underscores 
the realization that every student, parent, faculty and staff member has a responsibility to protect themselves, 
their families, and every member of our school community. 

Guiding Health Measures 
Upon your child’s return, please be advised that South Harrison’s Restart & Recovery Plan is predicated on 
several guiding health measures. These measures are as follows:  

Wearing cloth masks while at school or on a bus 

Maintaining social distance of six feet or more 

Practicing frequent hand washing 

Staying home when you are ill 

South Harrison to Open in Hybrid – School Begins on Tuesday, September 8th   
On September 8th, and as previously announced, South Harrison Twp. Elementary School will reopen in a 
hybrid-learning environment. This means that we will provide a combination of in-person and virtual 
instruction. As a quick reminder, students will report in accordance to their cohorts as follows. 

 
Preschool & Kindergarten 
Preschool and Kindergarten students will attend school in-person four (4) days per week with one (1) day of 
‘All-Virtual’ instruction on Wednesday and shall report in accordance with the split AM/PM schedule below. 
Kindergarten students who choose Cohort V will remain in virtual instruction all week. 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

All-Virtual 
Cohorts A, B & V 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

Cohort A/B  
In-Person 

https://www.nj.gov/dcf/news/Hotlines&Helplines-COVID.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/South%20Harrison%20Reopening%20Plan%208.3.2020.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Preliminary%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Super.pdf
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Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

 
Grades 1, 2 & 3 
Students in Grades 1, 2 & 3 will attend school in-person four (4) days per week with (1) day of ‘All-Virtual’ 
instruction on Wednesday and shall report in accordance with the schedule below. Students who choose 
Cohort V will remain in virtual instruction all week.  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

All-Virtual 
Cohorts A, B & V 

Cohort A/B 
In-Person 

Cohort A/B  
In-Person 

    

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

 

Grades 4, 5 & 6 
Students in Grades 4, 5 & 6 will report to school for in-person instruction two (2) days weekly according to 
their assigned cohort and will be assigned to three (3) days of virtual instruction. Students who choose Cohort 
V will remain in virtual instruction all week. 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Cohort A  
In-person 

Cohort A 
In-person 

All-Virtual 
Cohorts A, B & V 

Cohort B 
In-person 

Cohort B 
In-person 

    

Cohort B 
Virtual 

Cohort B 
Virtual 

Cohort A 
Virtual 

Cohort A 
Virtual 

    

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

Cohort V 
Virtual 

 

South Harrison’s Restart & Recovery Plan 
School leaders, along with a number of passionate and dedicated teachers, support staff, parents and Board of 
Education members, have worked tirelessly to develop South Harrison’s Restart & Recovery Plan. The State’s 
‘minimum standards’ have compelled us to traverse a labyrinth of medical advice, Federal and State laws, 
policy and, at times, contradicting bureaucratic recommendations. We have scrupulously rebalanced budgets 
to prioritize the addition of PPEs, cleaning supplies, additional staff and technology to support implementation 
of our plan. Despite the aforementioned challenges, we are confident that we are ready to return to school. 
To learn more about our Plan, watch the voice-over presentations linked below.  

Introduction (5:30) 

Health Guidelines & Operational Plan (16:15) Academic Plan (18:24) 

Student Schedules (7:12) Policy & Funding (11:52) 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/South%20Harrison%20Reopening%20Plan%208.3.2020.pdf
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/w8YKn59S/view
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/j9K2EiXr/view
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/g3RBb87C/view
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/n7C2ZqJa/view
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/m8D7Mif9/view
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COVID-19 Student Safety Pledge 
In order to foster a climate of health and safety, all faculty, staff and students will be required to submit a 
Safety Pledge. The Pledge is designed to engender support of the health and safety measures we have 
implemented as a school system. These measures, such as not reporting to school if you are experiencing 
COVID-19 related symptoms, are critical in keeping everyone healthy and safe. Any family who has not 
already setup their PowerSchool Parent Portal accounts can receive instructions on how to do so by emailing: 
registrar@shsd.us.    

 

 

Parents/Guardians can submit the pledge form online by logging into 
their PowerSchool Parent Portal account. Once in the Parent Portal, 
they may select the “Forms” option from the left-hand menu, and select 
the “Covid-19 Safety Pledge” link.  

 

For families with multiple students, once the form has been filled out, 
parents may click the arrow on the “submit” button and choose the 
option to “Submit for family” to submit for multiple students at once. 

 

COVID-19 Student COVID-19 Daily Screening 
The Student COVID-19 Daily Screening requires all students to submit daily, prior to reporting to school, a 
self-screening to check for COVID-19 related symptoms. Each day any student reports to school, a Daily 
Screening form will be required. We encourage students to stay home if feeling ill and/or experiencing 
COVID-19 related symptoms. To access the Daily Screening, follow the steps below. 

 

Step 1: Go to 
www.southharrison.k12.nj.us  
and select For Parents at the top 
right of the screen. All students 
and/or parents can fill out the 
Daily Screening but must be 
logged in with their child’s school 
provided Google Apps 
account  (StudentID@shsd.us)   
If you are logged in under a 
personal Google account, it will 
not work.  This login and 
password will be available to you 
starting September 3rd in your 
PowerSchool Parent Portal.   

mailto:registrar@shsd.us
https://kwportal.kingsway.k12.nj.us/public/home.html
http://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/
mailto:StudentID@shsd.us
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Step 2: When you click on the 
Covid-19 Student Daily Student 
Screening Form under the tab For 
Students, the Student COVID-19 
Daily Screening form will be 
made available to you. (See image 
to the left.) Please complete this 
Daily Screening and click ‘submit.’ 

 

“All-Virtual” School Option – Learning Program Changes 
To ensure continuity of learning and maintenance of socially distanced in-person classroom settings, protocol 
to change a student’s Learning Program has been established.  After the school year begins, a request to 
change from our “All-Virtual” Learning Program to our “Hybrid/Learning Program” will only be considered 
after administrative review pursuant to the dates listed below. A request to change to our “All-Virtual” 
Learning Program from our “Hybrid/Learning Program” can be accommodated throughout the year by 
contacting either a main office or Guidance office secretary.  

Dates to Request Learning Program Change after school begins 

All-Virtual to Hybrid/Virtual Hybrid/Virtual to All-Virtual 

October 12 – October 16 (Mid 1st Trimester) 

Rolling November 30 – December 4th (End of 1st Trimester) 

January 25 – January 29 (Mid 2nd Trimester) 

 
 
Hybrid Learning Bell Schedules 
As previously announced, students will be cohorted to reduce our school population in an effort to socially 
distance when possible. The schedules have been built on an early dismissal bell schedule and can be found by 
clicking Hybrid Bell Schedule link. 

Principal Updates 
Parents and students can anticipate communication next week from Dr. Sannino with regard to specific 
programming expectations and building procedures.  

Thank you for your prompt attention to this communication. You may continue to monitor updates on our 
website by clicking the link HERE. Should you have any questions that require immediate attention, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me at lavenderj@krsd.org. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Dr. James J. Lavender 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/71
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/Page/1326
mailto:lavenderj@krsd.org
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Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
District Reopening Plan Announcements 

o Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Posted August 1, 2020 
o Superintendent's SH Reopening Plan Update No. 2 - July 31, 2020 
o Superintendent's Preliminary School Reopening Schedules Letter - July 23, 2020 UPDATED July 29th 
o 2020-21 District Calendar 

 
Resources 

o COVID-19 Updates Page  
o Virtual Learning & Supports Program 
o New Jersey’s Restart & Recovery Plan: The Road Back 
o CDC’s Health Guidelines & CDC’s Considerations for Schools 
o “You need to ‘mask train’ your kids before schools reopen…. Here’s how to do it.” 
o “mask-endurance” 
o Please Support Our Local Restaurants, Eateries and Businesses 

 

Restart Plan Voice-Over Presentations 

o Introduction (5:30) 
o Health & Operations Plan (16:15) 
o Student Schedules (7:45) 
o Academic Plan (18:24) 
o Policy & Funding (11:52) 

 

https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/SH%20FAQs%208.1.2020.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Superintendent%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Update%20No.%202%207.31.2020.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/cms/lib/NJ01001796/Centricity/Domain/158/Preliminary%20SH%20Reopen%20Plan%20Super.pdf
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/68
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/Page/1326
https://www.southharrison.k12.nj.us/domain/217
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/07/you-need-to-mask-train-your-kids-before-schools-reopen-nj-districts-say-heres-how-to-do-it.html
https://patch.com/new-jersey/summit/summit-superintendent-students-should-build-mask-endurance
https://www.krsd.org/cms/lib/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/121/Support%20our%20Local%20Restaurants%20and%20Businesses%20May2020.pdf
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/Watch/w8YKn59S
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/Watch/j9K2EiXr
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/Watch/Ap56Ykd9
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/Watch/g3RBb87C
https://ensemble.kingsway.k12.nj.us/Watch/m8D7Mif9

